
COLOUR CODE EXPLANATION 
Locate marks, be they paint, stakes or f lags, should be in suff icient quantity 
and close enough together to clearly identify the horizontal al ignment of the 
buried facil i t ies. 

 

WHITE 
Proposed Excavation 

 
PINK 

Temporary Survey 

   

RED 
Electrical, Lighting Cable 

 ORANGE 
Telephone, Fibre, TV, 

Signals, Alarms 

   

YELLOW 
Gas, Oil, Steam 

 
BLUE 

Potable Water 

   

GREEN 
Sanitary and Storm Sewer 

 
PURPLE 

Irrigation, Slurry, Reclaimed 
Water 

 

While locating equipment is becoming increasingly more sophisticated and 
accurate, parallel facil i t ies, overhead facil i t ies and nearby reinforced 
concrete structures all affect their accuracy. Locating is thus part art and 
part science, and locate marks are approximate only. 

Locators should identify and mark the locations of abandoned facil i t ies 
whenever possible. They should also identify the number of facil it ies the 
ground disturber can expect to f ind whenever that information can be 
determined. 

Locators wil l  not give depth, but should warn the ground disturber if they 
suspect a part icular facil i ty is deeper or shallower than might normally be 
expected.  
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